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Chapter 1 – a stroll through time up New England Road  
 
Starting at the bottom of New England Road by the 5 bar 
gate that led to the America Lane cottages we will now take 
an imaginary walk through time to see what shops and 
services existed in the road during the first half of the 20th 
century. The area was practically self sufficient in anything 
that people needed and all sorts of trades were practiced to 
provide for the people living in the area 
 

 
 
Langridge Lane 
On Hilton’s farm at the bottom of Langridge Lane the 
Handsworth family helped to keep 1000 chicken. The farm 
also kept goats, all in milk to supply the local houses. One of 
the kids used to follow Arthur Handsworth about like a dog  
“They came indoors once and the baby goat jumped right over 
the settee giving a loud squeak.  The mother heard it and ran 
to see if he was hurt - but he was o.k.- after she licked him! 
Arthur collected two baskets of brown eggs each day which 
took an hour. When he put them in a basket the kid would 
lick them clean”  
 
Mrs Handsworth also recalled that Arthur used to supply 
the butcher Reg. Rapley with capons for Christmas. A lane 
led from Hilton’s house at the end of Langridge Lane to 
Western Road which connected to the area now filled with 
the houses of Jubilee Close and Western Road 
 
Recharging radio accumulators 
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Old radios had 3 parts to make it work: a “main battery”, a 
“grid bias” and an “accumulator” which was made of glass 
and was full of acid. “It could have melted your feet if it had 
broken!” people remember “We used to carry ours on an old 
pram” The acid had to be replenished once a week so each 
house had two, one for using and one for charging. A man 
called Mr Purcell in America Lane use to charge radio 
batteries. Later on Mr Holman of Lindfield would come 
around with a lorry picking up and delivering them on 
Saturday mornings 
 
Charlie the Boot maker 
Along now to 97 New England Road is where Charlie 
Sillence the boot maker lived. Many people remember 
Charlie as he was a dwarf and had everything in his 
workshop made to suit his size. He would pop up from the 
behind the counter and sometimes frighten the children.  
 
Looking down Western Road 
The cemetery in Western Road was created from Petlands 
Wood and part of it was consecrated for church people on 6 
June 1917 as St Wilfred’s churchyard had become full up. 
The churchyard closed the following year. During the Second 
World War foreign soldiers who died in the area were buried 
there but later their bodies were apparently repatriated to 
their own countries. There is a row of British servicemen’s 
graves who died in the area during the war. On the left can 
be seen iron military crosses, as well as some wooden ones 
for people with no headstones. Rare plants can be found in 
the cemetery, among which is the ivy leaf bellflower, and an 
attempt has been made to develop a wild flower meadow in 
the cemetery 
 
The first job Dennis Philpott remembers doing for the 
council was to peg out the grave plots in advance of a 
funeral. Each plot has a number and letter. Some graves are 
doubles - nearer the top - and singles towards the bottom. 
Gravediggers he remembers had to get up at 5.30 am to get 
the holes ready for the funeral. The site is now in danger 
getting filled up and a new cemetery will be required for the 
town soon  
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Off Western Road near the cemetery the area had been open 
fields and children used to have Sunday School picnics there 
in the 1930s. As the road is so steep flat metal shoes could be 
slipped over a cart’s wheels to brake the speed in order to aid 
the horses to slow them going down it  
 

Russell’s dairy 
Moving along New England Road on the right after the 
church to the shop which now sells blinds. This was Russell’s 
shop and dairy. Frank Parsons with his wife Kathleen ran 
Russell’s shop in the 1930s and before that the Burtonshaws 
from Lindfield. Mr Parsons produced cheese and butter in 
the dairy at the back and a rich “custard-like” ice cream. 
Children who grew up in the 1930s remember that Russell’s 
was the only shop open on Sundays for them to buy sherbet 
dabs after church. 
 
Behind the shop Mr Markwick’s shoe repair shop is 
currently located  next to where the dairy was. The old 
dairy’s still there at the back of the shop” he recounts “it’s 
lined with white tiles and is very cold in there”  
 
Ellis’ stores 
Crossing the road on our walk through time we find Mr and 
Mrs Ellis who ran the general store and post office “You 
could buy almost anything from a wagon rope to a tin tack. 
He had his meat hanging from hooks in the ceiling. Mr 
Rapley, up the road, was a proper butcher. This was a 
general store” and next to it Mr Beard and Miss Groombridge 
had a draper’s shop. The shops were set back from the road a 
way 
 
“The man who had the shop, Mr. Ellis we all remember him. 
He was involved in everything, he was the post master and he 
had the shop and he was the verger of the church and used to 
ring the bell at the church. Whenever there was a funeral or 
something, he used to walk ahead of the cortege down 
Western Road. He was also first-aid man and if any of the 
children got hurt, they will all go over to Mr. Ellis to patch 
them up” The Ellis’ son Ted used to deliver for them with a 
basket. Most people remember him as he had a learning 
disability, maybe it was Downs Syndrome from people’s 
memory and he often sang as he went along. He lived for a 
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while with his sister and then at Pouchlands long- stay 
hospital in Chailey. “He used to sing ‘Wonderful Amy’ - a 
popular song at the time about Amy Johnson” 
 
This shop became an off license before being knocked down 
in the late 1980s, some time later four houses were built in 
its place.  
 
 

 
 
The Co-op 
In those days many people had their shopping delivered. 
People didn’t have cars or deep freezers so they would shop 
more often. All sorts of tradesmen would knock. The Co-op 
would come to get the order and then deliver the goods a 
couple of days later. The coal man, fish sellers, bread, milk 
and meat would all be delivered.  
 
Colin Millington’s father Sid – known as “Milly”- lived at No 
76. People knew him as the person from the Co-op who 
delivered bread using a horse called Tom and cart. When he 
went indoors for his lunch the horse would stand out on the 
road with a nosebag on. Dennis Philpott’s father also worked 
for the Co-op and his horse was called Nora.  
 
As Vic who lived down Bentswood Road remembers: “Mr 
Millington would get so far down the road to No 25 where 
Mrs Philpott would make him a cup of tea. The horse, Tom, 
would be left standing outside. My treat was to give Tom a 
piece of bread and I remember that it would often give up 
waiting and come on down to our house on its own to get its 
treat” 
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Other visiting tradesmen  
Fascenda and Gizzi were Italian ice cream sellers and the 
Walls bicycle would come around with ‘Stop me and Buy one’ 
written on it. OG Church (called Oge) from Sydney Road 
brought fish round in a tiny van, probably brought from 
Brighton fish market that morning. People remembered the 
postmen Mr Pierce, Mr Markwick and Mr Murrell with his 
distinctive flat-topped hat. The Muffin Man would call with 
his tray on his head and a bell. Costermongers called 
Chapman would come over from Brighton with a barrow, 
selling anything that was left over very cheaply  
Taking in laundry 
The big house on New England Road was a laundry. There 
was a Mrs Fanny Backshell (or Boxall) listed in the Clarke’s 
Directory as a laundress. “My grand mother used to work for 
Mrs. Backshell in the laundry and they used coppers and 
mangles and then they dried the clothes on the lines outside 
on what was called the ‘drying ground’ where the bungalow 
is now” The piece of land there belonged to No 67 opposite 
 
The washing would be done by hand in a large copper and 
the water came from a well that existed between the two 
houses 67/69. Later on that land was used as an allotment 
before the bungalow was built 
 
Taking in laundry was a common occupation as people did 
not have washing machines or modern easy to dry fibres for 
their clothes. A large steam laundry existed at the bottom of 
Gravely Lane until 1972, which originally employed local 
girls to do the work. People remember the loud hooter that 
would go off at the beginning and end of the day 
 
The following people took in laundry to their homes and 
were listed in the Clarkes’s Directory for 1896 as 
“laundresses” in New England Road: 
- Mrs Fanny Backshell (listed with her in the 1891 census 
were David Backshell age 48, Annie (not Fanny) age 49, 
Sarah 18, Nellie 8);  
- Miss Alice Kimber (in 1891 census has Martha Kimber, 
mother and Amy, daughter listed as laundress and laundry 
maid);  
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- Mrs Martha Langridge (age 31 living in 3 New England 
Cottages in 1881 census and at 21 New England Road in 
1891, possible connection to Langridge Lane);  
- Mrs Elizabeth Mays (age 52 in 1891 census);  
- Mrs Ann Picknell.  
- James Muzzell; In the 1902 directory only James Muzzell 
and Mrs Langridge still were listed 
 
 

 
Hayler’s Wood 
Continuing up the road to number 59 New England Road 
where Mr Hayler lived. “He was always very smart but a 
little short man. He had a white beard, well shaped, a bit like 
King George V and he always wore sort of sandy coloured 
Plus Fours and a jacket and a cap, that all matched. He was 
quite a character”   
 
Mr Hayler owned a wood lower down the hill where Penn 
Crescent is now known as “Hayler’s Wood”. This is where he 
grew and coppiced the pea sticks, wood faggots and bean 
poles that he would sell from a wheelbarrow with two bags 
hanging off the handles and he would puff into his beard as 
he walked along. The house he lived in had originally had a 
flat roof when it was built in 1883 but later had a sloping 
roof added. 
 
At number 53 lived Miss Phyllis Horrobine the piano teacher 
and Sunday School teacher and across the road was a 
builder Mr Roser 
 

Granny French 
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Up by the Evangelical church at no 49 was Mrs Susan 
French who had “apartments” – when she was aged 43 and 
listed as head of the family in the census of 1891. At that 
time she had 3 children Georgina age 10, Arthur age 8 and 
Maude age 3. The house had been built in 1885.  
 
She was known as “Granny” French by the 1930s when John 
Abbott, who lived across the road remembers her:   
“She must have been in her 80s and she dressed in old-
fashioned Victorian clothes. She would sit by her front door 
and make comments to people as they went by. I used to go 
over and play bagatelle with her and  remember that my 
sister was there once and Granny French asked her to pour a 
drink from the homemade wine. Unfortunately the tap would 
not shut and wine went everywhere!  
 
“Take your hands out of your pockets, you’ll never make a 
man” she shouted to me once. A man was going by and she 
shouted out “what’s the use of an umbrella up when it’s not 
raining”. I remember she was always saying something” 
 
She must have died by 1935 as that is when Olive and her 
family moved into Myrtle Cottage. The rent was £2.16s a 
week then and paid to Mrs French’s son in law who lived in 
Redhill. The house had an upstairs toilet added on the side 
and sticking out which made it quite unusual looking. 
Olive’s father Len Wyles had Molly the pony who pulled the 
milkcart for Barn Cottage Farm. He was later verger at St 
Wilfred’s 
 

G Abbott and Son 
John Abbott recalls when his father took over the White 
House (no 78 New England Road) to make it into a fruit and 
vegetable shop and later a general store. They kept a horse 
and cart down Windermere Road, which was used for 
delivering. Later on they got a motorised van  
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John Abbott’s father originally had a fruit and vegetable 
round using their horse and cart which was kept down 
Windermere Road in the old cow sheds there. These were 
rented off Mr Thomas White, the local builder who had built 
the houses there. The white house, number 78, had a 
solicitor living in it but in 1928 Mr White offered it for sale 
for £800. Thinking that he might lose his stores shed he 
agreed to buy it and raised the mortgage for the shop. Mr 
White put the original shop front in  
 

 
 
The shop became a general store when Ellis’ shop closed at 
the beginning of the war, and later on a VG store. The first 
week’s takings were 7s 6d. A wholesaler from Horsham 
would come in a lorry to deliver the fruit and vegetable 
although sometimes locally grown produce such as apples 
were bought and sold in the shop. John Abbott remembers 
that a Mrs Young’s apples used to be sold in the shop. She 
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lived in one of the William Allen cottages.  The shop later 
became double fronted and is now the hairdressers 
 

 
 

Mr Anscombe the tailor 
At number 70 New England Road Dick 
Anscombe’s father, who was known as one of the 
best tailors around, carried on his work from the 
basement of the house. They had bought their 
house for £200 in 1930, which was quite unusual 
at the time as most people rented. Mr Anscombe 
who had lost one leg during the First World War 
had to go to Roehampton Hospital every year to 
be assessed to see if he still was entitled to his 
war pension. Don’t suppose he could have grown 
another leg in the meantime though 
 

Randalls sweet shop 
Walking on up the road to the corner with 
Bentswood Road you get to what was - and is 
often still shown on maps - as the Post Office. It 
is now a private house but the front window is 
extra large to accommodate the shop which, as 
Randalls, sold stationary and all sorts. Close to 
Randall’s shop at the top end of Bentswood Road 
were Tank Traps - which were concrete blocks in 
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the road put there during the war to stop enemy 
troops. Slots were in place for extra concrete 
pillars to be put in should the need arise. These 
were demolished in 1947  
 

Rapley’s the butcher 
The last shop on the left going up the road was until 
recently Rapley’s butcher shop previously Mr Ambrose 
and before that Mr Dawes. The flats now built where 
the shop was are called “Rapley Court”. When he died 
recently the Mid Sussex Times Obituary 3 Feb 2000 
wrote of Mr Rapley  
 
“Death of the best butcher in Sussex 
He ran the shop in New England Road for 34 years 
retiring when he was 73. He made his own sausages 
using herbs he grew himself and cooked them at the 
back on Saturdays. At Christmas time one of his 
specialities was to bone a turkey, stuff the turkey with a 
boned chicken, and stuff the chicken with a boned 
pheasant filled with his famous sausage meat. 
His inscribed chair can be seen in the Star pub on the 
Broadway where he was a regular for 60 years” 
 

 
 

Jim Dawes 
Previously Jim Dawes who set up the shop 
around 1928 carried on business from the 
bungalow at the back until the shop itself was 
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built. Mr Les Miller started work for him at the 
age of 16 (he is now 86 and still butchering with 
his son in Forest Row) Animals were kept along 
the back of the houses in New England Road, 
including pigs. There was also an orchard for the 
fruit which explains why there are so many fruit 
trees still in the gardens of the houses there. 
When it was the season game birds would be 
hung outside the shop and at Christmas turkeys.  
 
Pigs and some sheep were kept along the back of 
the houses in New England Road until the houses 
on Woodlands Road were built. In order for them 
to be slaughtered they were probably driven 
along to Pratt’s abattoir on the corner of Triangle 
Road or taken to the market. When the market 
was on in Haywards Heath the animals could be 
seen being driven along South Road to Pratt’s. 
Some sheep were driven on foot all the way to 
Pevensey Marshes to be fattened up 
 

The Council Yard 
Reaching the top of New England Road the council had land 
that was a yard, mortuary and sewerage farm at different 
times. Alongside of it was a small field, as now, owned by the 
Priory nuns.“They had piles of sand, shingles and all sorts of 
stuff for doing the roads and things. Down one side there 
were stables where they had the horses because a lot of the 
men working on the road had a horse and cart to go out with” 
 
Later on large Morris commercial lorries were used “their 
engines sounded like aeroplane engines to us they were so 
loud”. They had dustcarts and tip up lorries and when they 
made the roads they used tar lorry with a fire lit underneath 
and piles of loose stones to sprinkle by hand on the surface. 
A steamroller was not used, as that would have pushed the 
stones down too deep into the tar. If they did need a 
steamroller there was Mr West’s in Burgess Hill  
  
Council mortuary building 
On the same site was a brick built mortuary and Mr Comber 
who was the local bobby remembers working in the 
mortuary. Dr Killpack was the local police surgeon and Dr 
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Stott the chief medical officer. Bodies were taken there, 
undressed first (which could have lost vital Police evidence!) 
and then removed up to St Francis Hospital for post mortem. 
This happened until a facility was purpose built there to 
take over the whole process 
 
Mr Comber remembers, “Sometimes suicides, who had 
jumped off Rocky Lane bridge, would be brought in. Bodies 
were usually transported in a Dinnages van, on army 
stretchers with wooden poles and their feet sticking out at the 
back. The doors sometimes had to be tied together with 
string. The mortuary trolley was like a costermongers barrow 
with big wheels. At the time Hilton’s was the main funeral 
director, on South Road” The mortuary was a brick built 
building just big enough for a slab in the middle.  
 
The bowling green  
Haywards Heath Bowling Club was right at the corner of 
New England Road from 1905, later moving to Beech Hurst. 
A wooden fence was around the site with a gate on New 
England Road and Mr FJ Dobbie built a pavilion there in 
1908
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Chapter 2– brick making, wells and House building in 
New England Road  

 
Brickmaking 

Bricks have been made in this part of Sussex for many 
years, as the yellow clays are easily available. Straw or 
ash was packed in with the clay, dried in racks and 
then burnt in a “clamp”. Bricks measuring 235mm x 
114mm x 62mm from these local brickfields can be 
found in houses in New England Road  
 
At the top of New England Road in 1882 there was one 
brickfield shown on maps and by 1899 two. Richard 
King advertised locally made bricks in 1882 in the 
Kelly’s directory but by 1912 one had been redeveloped 
for housing, the other remaining until the 1930s. In the 
Mid Sussex directory of 1902 George Attree was listed 
as brick maker in New England Road 
 
Another brickfield existed between Western and 
Eastern Roads and was owned by White’s the builders 
in the 1930s. As Mrs Kennedy remembers “They must 
have dug it out from there because there was a big hole 
where they’d taken out the clay. They had big long 
tables and narrow wooden moulds and kept slapping 
the stuff in- having a bit of wood of smooth it off across 
the top. Then they got long cart on wheels to carry them 
to a funny little sort of a shed with a roof on to dry the 
bricks. They used to bake them there too. It was up past 
the cemetery up the hill on the left hand side, when you 
get to the top of the first hill and then there is a flat bit, 
before you go up into come into Franklynn Road”  
 
The ponds that were left would have newts in and 
children would go up catching them there. The great 
crested newts they called “lorries” as they were bigger 
 
The development of the first five years of 
housing in New England Road  
The following information has come from the list of 
plans kept at the West Sussex Record Office relating to 
the development of the road (Ref MF 670).  Ring 01243 
753631 in Chichester to view a particular one - you will 
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need to quote the plan number (not the house number). 
A full list of the plans by date number is kept with the 
Re-Discovering America archive 
 
First houses to be built in New England Road 
The first ones to be recorded on the list of plans are from 1878 
when plans for 2 cottages on New England Fields were submitted 
for Stephen Kent and Mr Reid. The builder was Arthur Purvey, 
possibly now No 58/60 New England Road from look of designs. 
The1881 census has Mr Reid and Mr Upton in ‘Woodbine Cottages’, 
which is the name still on the outside wall. A similar pair of cottages 
was submitted for Mr Ridgley in the same year. Builder A Purvey 
again, possibly 54/56 as it is a similar designs to above   
They appear to be the first houses built in the road, 
however, in 1883 there are plans for a pair of cottages 
with flat roofs “in Petlands Road known as New 
England Fields” for a Mr Shirley living at 1 Token 
Houses, “Petlands Road” It is possible that the road 
was called Petlands Road briefly, as Petlands House 
was at the top end of it and New England Road was not 
properly laid out until later. This sounds therefore like 
Mr Shirley lived in No 66/68 - which has ‘Token 
Houses’ on its front and it was already in existence by 
then even though it was not listed in the plans. The 
flat roofed house planned in 1883 was No 59 New 
England Road and it later had a roof added 
 
During 1880 houses were built on the north side of New 
England Road backing onto Mr Sturdy’s woods. These 
included:   
- In America Fields (not New England Fields) a pair of 
cottages for Miss Elizabeth Kent, of Brighton built 
within land owned by Stephen Kent; 
- Pair of houses in New England Fields for S Kent with front 
windows built out and gable end to front. On “proposed new road to 
Gravely Cottages” between land of S Kent and wood belonging to 
W. Sturdy esq. Looks from the drawings like the last houses on the 
left at bottom New England Road, No 114  
-Pair of houses with very elaborate brick work on 3 
floors between land of Mr Pilbeam to its right and Mr 
Pierce on left for Richard Sawyer. No 71/73 New 
England Road has elaborate brickwork 
- Pair of cottages New England Fields located to the 
left of Miss E Kent and right of William Pilbeam for G 
Burtonshaw. Burtonshaws had Russell’s shop 
originally  
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In 1881 other houses that were listed were: 
- Pair of cottages America Fields, with coloured bricks 
across in lines at front “to be built of clamp bricks” for 
Charles Rapley. With land of S Kent to left, A Purvey 
to right and Woods of Sturdy esq at back Possibly No 
63/65 
 
In 1882 three more appeared: 
- Pair of houses and shop fronts with large glass 
windows on each side for S Kent. Possibly Mr Ellis’ 
store 
- One cottage down a side road off New England Road 
all land owned by S Kent. Could be either Langridge 
Lane or Western Road 
-Pair of cottages, America Fields for A Purvey. Next to 
Miss Kent’s cottage   
 

In 1883  
Alongside the flat roofed house was a pair of 
cottages designed with rooms to each side of front 
door for Trayton Sawyers. This was No 70/72 
New England Rd, known also as 1 & 2 Cedar 
Cottages. Trayton Sawyer who lived at No 72 
New England Road had his own house built and 
as a bricklayer may even have built it himself. In 
the census of 1891 he was there with his wife 
Elizabeth and 22 year old daughter Ellen. She 
was listed as Nellie, in the Clarke’s directories of 
1895 and 1899 as a dressmaker. The family had 
been in the area in 1881 living in 6 Woodbine 
Cottages, New England Fields with Ellen then 12 
and a son called Charles a year older. In 1881 
only 8 households were present in the New 
England Road area 

 
Water and sewers 

Water was pulled from wells sunk at the same time as 
the houses were built. These wells were brick lined and 
pretty deep. Some can still be traced. In 1888 the Mid 
Sussex Water Co. built a pumping station in Balcombe 
Forest to bring water to the town. The houses all had 
main sewerage though, since the Victorian times when 
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the street was laid out (see book 1 of this series for 
more about the building of the sewers) 
 

Coming of gas and electricity 
A gasman would come and empty the meters in 
people’s houses who would also use gas for their 
lighting. The street lights were gas lit and Mr Trill 
would wind up the clocks in the street lights that 
ensured they came on as required. Earlier a gas lighter 
would come round on his bike and pull the gas on with 
a ring on a chain and a pole. The gas was made at the 
gas works on Mill Green Road by burning coal 
 
Mr Haydon worked at the gas board and when he was 
on weekend duty if they needed him urgently Mr 
Buckfield would send a Morris 8 van to the house in 
Bentswood Road. It could be in the middle of the night 
and he would have to try and wake him up. Once the 
telephone box was put in at the top of the road it made 
things much easier for calling in 
 
When electricity arrived all householders were offered 
one free light socket and 3 light fittings as an incentive 
to come over to electric lighting. Electricity used to run 
along electric steel poles up Oathall Road but still 
comes down on high poles above ground to households 
in New England Road. The Haywards Heath 
Electricity Company built a substation down 
Windermere Road in 1935.  
 
This had never been a properly adopted road. One day 
a band of navvies came down New England Road 
laying an electricity cable. They got as far as No 49 and 
then proceeded to cross the road to come down the 
lane. Old Mr Abbott was in his shop and seeing this 
came out “Who says you can put that there?” he said to 
them. It appears Mr Dawes who had been the Air Raid 
Warden had owned the land and had sold it to the 
electricity company for the sub station. He had kept pigs 
there and sold it for £300 – 400 or so. My father said 
“I’ll see my solicitor about this”. The trouble was that 
his solicitor was also the electricity board’s and he never 
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got any compensation. He got a small way leave rent of 
1s a year” John Abbott recalls  
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Chapter 3 – peters cottage and petlands 
House 

 
Peters Cottage 

Peters Cottage is one of the oldest buildings in 
Haywards Heath, part of it date back to the 16th 
century when a John Martin lived there. He was 
a weaver and together with a shop, barn, hemp 
yard and 2 crofts the holding covered 4 acres. It 
was later lived in by Thomas Comber in 1638 
 

Petlands House 
The first mention of Petlands is in a deed of 1568 for 
an area of 110 acres on which a house was occupied 
by a John Affeld and John Bassett. On old maps the 
area where Western Road is was known as Petlands 
Wood and Petlands Farm was between Colwell road 
and Franklynn Road with its farmhouse on Dellney 
Avenue so the reference may not refer directly to 
where the house was on Hazelgrove Road 
 
Petlands House was an early 19th century white house in the 
gothic style set back from the main road up a short drive. 
The house had a big white front door and a drive at the 
front. The drive came off Hazlegrove Road opposite the end 
of Church Road and had a monkey-puzzle tree in the middle 
of the drive in front of the house. The tree remained on the 
corner of New England Road but came down in the 1987 
hurricane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1841 Gibbs Francis Bent lived at Petlands, later moving 
to Oat Hall at the bottom of the hill. He appears to have 
owned all the lands between the two. The wooded area that 
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was known as Bents Wood - and now covered by Bentswood 
Road and Crescent - are named after them 
 
In the early 1850s Anna Sewell had lived there with her 
father Isaac Sewell. Local Quakers he was listed as a 
malster, brewer and coal merchant in the census of 1851. 
Anna later wrote Black Beauty the life story of a horse, 
which makes comment about the often-cruel treatment 
meted out to horses at the time. It was said that she would 
be seen driving a small pony and trap but would coax it 
along with quiet words rather than use a whip  
 

Petlands bunglalow 
Richard Herriott’s father was the gardener at 
Petlands. He was born in and grew up in the 
bungalow that was located next to the big house 
and remembers it very well. Its front gate was on 
New England Rd where the big oak tree is. 
During his father’s time working there a Miss 
Simpson lived in Petlands house, with Midge 
Welling the cook and Charlie Pelham the 
chauffeur. Mrs Herriott went in to help during 
the day. The house and bungalow were knocked 
down for the development of housing in the 1950s 
after she had died and the house had been 
allowed to become run down 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next to the bungalow was a deep sand pit. 
During the war they had set up Bren guns by the 
pits for a firing range. When they going to be 
firing they would put up a flag on top where the 
fence had been to warn people in the bungalow. 
The sand pits were in fact deep enough for them 
to dig out an air raid shelter in the side. The 
Herriott family had to keep 2 cases packed, one 
with clothes and one with food in case of invasion 
as the house would have been taken over by the 
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military. There were sand bags by the door in 
case 

 
Donkey field 

Where the school is at the top of New England Road there 
was just a big field - they call it the ‘donkey field’ as there 
used to be a donkey in there. The children always used to go 
to the gate which was opposite the top of Mayflower Road to 
draw the donkey up to the gate. “The big wall came around 
and then there was a bungalow that Mr. Herriott lived in. He 
was the gardener at Petlands. The rest of it down there were 
beech trees, very deep ravines, banks and there used to be a 
lot of blue bells and wild daffodils. There was lots of those 
wild daffodils in there, ‘Lent Lillies’ they called them” 
 
This donkey field was not part of Petlands House grounds 
but a field owned by Farquarson from Fairford House. After 
the donkey died apparently it was buried in the ground 
there. One person remembered it was seen after it had died 
laid down with its feet sticking out by the gate! The school 
was built on the field after the deep sand pits were filled in, 
so perhaps the donkey is still there at the bottom of a pit 
underneath the school 
 
In the woods at the back by Middle Farm and Fairford 
House the local children used to go to training with the 
Army Training Corp. An old aeroplane was in the woods 
there, a Hawker Fury, without its wings which was used for 
training 
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Chapter 4 – Local Schools and Churches 
 
Most people living in the New England Road area have at 
some time been involved in some way with either the 
churches or schools, or both. There are a large number these 
for one small area. 3 churches - Church of the Presentation 
(C of E), The Evangelical Free Church and St Paul’s Catholic 
Church and 5 schools – Oathall Community College, St 
Paul’s Catholic Comprehensive school, Heyworth, St 
Joseph’s and St Wilfred’s Primary Schools – as well as 
private play groups.  
 
Before Heyworth school was built children would have gone 
to either the Council School on South Road, between Dixons 
and the Orchards entrance, St Wilfred’s CE school by the 
Star or the private catholic priory St Joseph’s. Children from 
the America Lane end would have gone to Lindfield school 
although in the 1960s children living on Barn Cottage Lane 
were asked whether they wanted to go to Heyworth or 
Lindfield and they chose Heyworth as there was a bus that 
took them there! 
 
Behind where Heyworth is now were two private schools 
Farlington Girls school and Brunswick Boys school which is 
where St Paul’s is now. Winston Churchill was rumoured to 
have gone to Brunswick school towards the end of the 19th 
century. Both schools have moved from the area now but are 
still in existence. Many children who grew up during the war 
remember the schools as their grounds backed on to their 
play areas in the woods.  
 
Farlington school moved in 1954 to Horsham. The following 
extract comes form their centenary history by Elizabeth 
Garrett which can be seen in Haywards Health library  

“Gone forever are the Boot-hole, the Triangle, the 
Cowshed, Moab and other familiar haunts. And 
what of what has become of the studio ghost, I 
wonder.. I hope something of the happy spirit of 
Farlington may be passed to the homes that will be 
built there”  

 
Secondary school 
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At first local children would have attended the 
same school from 5 to 14 when they would leave 
to go to work. Later on in 1933 it was changed to 
primary/secondary and they would go on to the 
council school from 11 – 14 if they didn’t pass the 
11+ exam - brought in after 1944. When the 11+ 
came in the first year only 2 people passed 
 
Those who passed the 11+ would have to go to 
Brighton Grammar School for Boys, Lewes 
Grammar School (boys) or Hove County School 
(girls and boys). They would catch a train there. 
There was also a technical college in Brighton 
where some local children went. Only 15 places 
were made available at grammar schools for the 
whole area so if you were in a year with a lot of 
good pupils there was more competition. Even if 
with scholarships there were costs and some 
could not afford in the end to go on to grammar 
school. The town got its own grammar school in 
1958 when Haywards Heath Grammar School 
was opened in Harlands Road 
 

Oathall Community College 
Scrase Bridge school as it was first known was opened in 
October 1938. The building was delayed a month so the first 
children had to spend September at the Council School on 
South Road. The first intake had 365 pupils - one for 
everyday of the year. The children had gardening lessons 
every week and at the farm which was started by Mr John 
Bunkle.  
 
The Albermarle Centre attached to the school was the first 
purpose built youth centre in the country after 1960, 
previously the old British Restaurant had housed the town’s 
youth centre and this was about to be demolished. Now a 
youth café and meeting place will be created on the 
Broadway 
 

Heyworth school 
Heyworth was opened in 1951 the same year that St 
Wilfred’s moved to its new school in Eastern Road. Children 
were offered the choice of which school to go to. The first 
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headmaster was Mr Cheal who retired in 1969. On his 
retirement he presented the school with the weather vane 
which was on the roof of the junior wing. The next head 
teacher was Mr Perrins followed by Mr Ticehurst. The school 
is now led by Mrs Wickam 
 
The school is close to the site of Petlands House where Anna 
Sewell author of Black Beauty lived and has adopted the 
black horse as its logo. A blue plaque was put up on the wall 
to commemorate her time in the area 
 

The Evangelical Free Church 
In 1932 a group of evangelising Christians led by Jim Bryant 
began to hold open air services in Haywards Heath - they 
called one week long campaign the “Tent Campaign”. Before 
looking for permanent premises they had been meeting 
above the Co-op when it was suggested that they might like 
to build their own church 
 
“My mother suggested to Miss Nolan that Mrs Baker – Mrs 
French’s daughter - who lived in Redhill and owned the piece 
of land on New England Road might like to sell it to them. 
We didn’t really want any other houses built there so 
thought a church would be better. It was an orchard with 
fruit trees growing before the church was built” John Abbott 
remembers 
  
The church bought the site on New England Road and built 
what they called the Haywards Heath Mission before 
becoming the Haywards Heath Evangelical Free Church on 
11 February 1936. The declaration and constitution was 
witnessed and signed by 16 people who formed the original 
congregation. The church is pleased now to provide services 
for many more than that every week 
 
Around 1936-8 a group from the church went off to Spain in 
a van to provide help to people during the Spanish Civil 
War. It was remembered that as they were setting off they 
managed to knock their own gate post over. During the 
Second World War Canadian soldiers would attend this 
church  
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The hut was built at the side for the young people and many 
groups used to meet up there. 

   
 
The pastors who worked at the church include: 
1936 – 38 Rev C Preston 
1938 - 50 Rev EG Derry 
1950 – 57 Rev AE Anderson 
1958 – 65 Rev DW Battson 
1965 – 72 Rev EF Ralph 
1972 - Rev KG Coomber 
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The Evangelical Church held Magic Lantern Shows during 
the 1940s and 50s with religious themes although local 
children often remembered the event rather than the 
content. They used to sit in rows and Mr Walser would give 
the show. Large glass plates with pictures or photographs 
would be projected onto a screen to illustrate the story. As 
June Helen recalls 
“I thought that was always quite nice up there in New 
England Road. Opposite to the Church, the Evangelical one 
further up there is a little road. I think it is still there, a 
muddy road. When I used to go to the Evangelical Church at 
night, especially in the winter when all of us kids used to go 
up there to the magic lantern show. They used to say “don't 
go down there, there is a witch down there. That is what 
everyone said!. What it was I have no idea. Nobody did go 
down there you see. It was haunted”  

 
Church of the Presentation, New England Road 

St Wilfred’s Church of England church was consecrated on 5 
June 1865 with the Rev Robert Edward Wyatt as the 
parish’s first vicar. The town had been part of Cuckfield 
parish since its early days but by then the local population 
had been growing - with the coming of the railway in 1841 
and the development of the Sussex Asylum from 1859 - both 
of which brought many numbers of people to the town to 
work and live. In 1850s the population was around 200, by 
1931 it was 7,344. The need for the church grew as services 
had been held since 1856 in the newly build St Wilfred’s 
school opposite the Star. As other parts of the town grew it 
was decided to develop “Mission Churches” staffed by 
assistant curates 
 

Miss Mary Otter 
Although the Colony cottages had come under Lindfield 
parish services had been held in one of the cottages since 
Lent 1880. Miss Mary Otter, sister of Bishop Otter at 
Chichester, had pastoral concern over the inhabitants of the 
cottages and due to this and her generosity an iron built 
Mission Room was built on New England Road, then known 
as New England Fields. This was opened on 15 August 1882 
and enlarged in 1886. It was officially opened on 2 February 
that year on the festival of the Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple, hence its name 
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Thanks again to Mary Otter’s generosity the permanent 
brick building was completed and opened on 15 August 1897. 
The building was carried out by Mr Arthur Purvey as the 
articles below describes. The iron building remained as the 
church hall until it burned down in 1979, the new hall being 
completed on the site in 1983  
 
 
 

 
 
Sunday School outings 
Children attending Sunday School in the 1930s, 40s and 50s 
remember the outings they used to go on. They also had tea 
parties down Western Road where there was a field before the 
cemetery on the left after the first 3 pairs of houses. The main 
highlights were the trips on a bus to Southend and Margate 
or by steam train to Littlehampton. In order to be entitled to 
go on the trips they would have to collect so many attendance 
stamps. These would be brightly coloured and stuck on a 
card. Miss Mabel Alderton, Miss Hayler and Miss Horrobin 
were Sunday School teachers and Miss Hayler would sit on a 
tall chair at the end of the room 
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Church choir 
Mrs. Handsworth had been a member of the presentation 
church for 44 years.  
“.. but the church was not as nice then as it is now. The 
organ was where the lectern is now and you had to pump the 
air into it in those days! Both of my parents were members 
of the Presentation Church beginning in 1904 or 1905. There 
was no choir in those days I started a choir in 1958 with 4 
girls and 3 boys. In the church hall they had a stage where 
they held religious plays and I originally owned the piano 
which was in the hall [it has recently been updated for a 
newer one] The church hall had been a corrugated iron hall 
later replaced by the current brick one. If you look above the 
way into the hall you can see a painting which I gave to the 
church hall showing how it used to look”  
 
Michael Loosen remembers his time in the church choir 
during the 1960s 
“I eventually plucked up enough courage to join my brother in 
the choir. Violet Handsworth was a very good choir mistress 
leading around a dozen children a the time Tony Oliver 
became vicar of the church. Tony must have been 
approaching 60 years of age but was nevertheless extremely 
popular with the children. He had a son who I think might 
have been deaf but we didn’t see much of him. Jack Fuller led 
the choir for showpiece music, we liked him but we knew we 
could not step out of line with him around” 
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“As with Mrs Handsworth who dished out black marks for 
any child who misbehaved! We were paid sixpence for every 
service or choir practice, but black marks were also worth 
fines of sixpence. My worst black mark was when I was 
caught miming to a hymn as my voice was breaking!” 
 
 
 

 
 
The organ 
Before it was replaced with an electric one the organ needed 
pumping by hand to keep its wind up. Colin Milington 
remembers pumping the organ as a boy and being paid 12/6 
a quarter for doing it. Others would do it from time to time if 
required.  
 
The vicarage and its garden 
The vicar and his wife would often have the vicarage open to 
the children. The huge vicarage waste ground would be used 
every bonfire night to host a party for the choir who would 
play hide-and seek in the trees and bushes.  Some of the 
children in the Cubs had small gardening plots in the 
orchard area to help them with their gardening badge. 
 
The house can be seen in the photo at the rear of the church. 
It and the grounds have been replaced by the new housing 
estate known as Marylands. The house itself had got into a 
bit of disrepair before it was pulled down.  
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The house appears on early maps and in the 1891 census is 
listed as Woodside Cottage where Arthur Purvey a dairy 
farmer lived with his wife Jane and two servants. It could be 
possible that this Arthur Purvey is the same one who built 
many of the houses in New England Road and the church 
itself. This house should not to be confused with the 
Woodside Cottages on Barn Cottage Lane described in book 
one of this local history series 
 
The vicar organised a cricket match for the choir, which was 
played down the recreation ground one evening. The annual 
garden fete was well attended by the children and there was 
a stall with loud pop music. After every choir practice on 
Fridays they used to go to the tin hall next to the church as 
there was a youth club there with someone playing records 
just inside the door.  
 
The Christmas play 
Mrs Handsworth organised a nativity play, which was 
performed for the older people at Elfinsward [now 
demolished it was where the Police Station and Courts are 
now].  It was a real high note for the choir.  Children from 
the neighbourhood joined in with that. The “Merrymakers” 
was a youth club run by Mrs Burchall who would arrange 
tennis trips and put on pantomimes in the tin church hall 

 
 
Other clubs 
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The stage in the hall was at the road end and the door 
halfway down the side. Apart from Cubs and Scouts 
other clubs run included a Subbuteo table football club 
on Saturday nights. Organised by Tony Heald and 
Denis Howard in the church hall from September 1951 
until April 1963 each member of the club was given a 
professional football club’s name and was placed into a 
league.  
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Chapter 5 - the cemetery and Western 
Road 
 
As Western Road is so steep flat metal shoes would 
be slipped over a cart’s wheels to brake the speed in 
order to slow the horses going down.  The cemetery 
in Western Road was created from Petlands Wood 
and part of it was consecrated for church people on 6 
June 1917 as St Wilfred’s churchyard had become 
full up. The churchyard closed the following year. It 
is not clear who was the first person to buried there 
but Henry Puckman caretaker of St Wilfrid’s church 
and school died 25 March 1919 
 
Some early graves commemorate local young men 
who died in France during the first world war 
including 2nd Leut Oswald Buckoke and Capt Leslie 
Reeves who died on active service in Germany in Feb 
1919. William Searle is noted as having died on 9 
Nov 1920 from gas poisoning at the battle of Ypres.  
 
During the Second World War foreign soldiers who 
died in the area were buried there but later their 
bodies were apparently repatriated to their own 
countries. There is a row of 16 British servicemen’s 
war graves who died in the area during the war 
between 1940 and 1946. They came from all over 
including two from Newfoundland regiments 
 
On the left can be seen iron military crosses, as well 
as some wooden ones for people with no headstones. 
Rare plants can be found in the cemetery, among 
which is the ivy leaf bellflower, and an attempt has 
been made to develop a wild flower meadow in the 
cemetery 
 
The first job Dennis Philpott remembers doing for 
the council was to peg out the grave plots in advance 
of a funeral. Each plot has a number and letter. 
Some graves are doubles - nearer the top - and 
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singles towards the bottom. Gravediggers he 
remembers had to get up at 5.30 am to get the holes 
ready for the funeral. The site is now in danger 
getting filled up and a new cemetery will be required 
for the town soon  
 
Off Western Road near the cemetery the area had 
been open fields and children used to have Sunday 
School picnics there in the 1930s. 

 
 


