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Introduction to the Local History Series 
 
why “Re-Discovering America”? 
 
What was this area called America and why was it called that? It is obviously 
tied in with the names of the local roads and all the references to Pilgrims 
and New England there are in this little corner of Haywards Heath. The 
process of uncovering the local history feels a bit like setting out on a voyage 
of discovery, like the first Pilgrim Fathers setting foot in New England. Hence 
the name Re-discovering “America” 
  
The story has comes from the words of the people who worked, lived or 
grew up here. Local history that is based on how people remember things is 
based on their impressions as well as facts. So you may remember it 
differently. This sort of booklet can never tell the full story but instead gives 
the reader a snapshots of impressions, memories and events that can then 
spark off new memories for people to share. So thanks go to every one who 
has been involved 
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 Description of the area in question 
 
The area known as Barn Cottage takes its name from the farm and 
barn which used to occupy the corner of Barn Cottage Lane and 
Hanbury Lane. In the early development of the area it formed part of 
the ”Colony” that William Allen the Quaker philanthropist, developed 
from around the 1830s. The whole area now covered by local 
authority housing was created as a self sufficient community to help 
the poor of Lindfield stay off parish relief 
  
 

 
 
Map of area in the mid 19th century 
 
 
 
In this booklet we are looking at the role Barn Cottage farm played in 
the local community, remembering Woodside Cottages and the 
exploring the development of the newer housing developments. In 
particular this booklet will tell the tale of Bentswood United F C, local 
football heroes from the early 1950s, and look at some of the other 
social and memorable events from people’s lives 

The story of William 
Allen’s colony will be 
developed more in the 
next local history 
booklet. However, if you 
stand on Barn Cottage 
Lane by the end of 
Bentswood Crescent 
and look across the 
recreation field you can 
see William Allen’s white 
house, Gravelye House, 
where he used to sit and 
look over towards the 
cottages. He died in the 
house in 1843. 
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Chapter one - Woodside cottages 
 
A pair of cottages stood to the side of the road now known as Barn 
Cottage Lane. These lay between the woods and the fields attached 
to Barn Cottage farm. Paths led from there, as now, to Lindfield 
across the Scrase Valley brook. Walking south via the muddy track, 
you would get to the thatched cottages built by William Allen which 
were sometimes known as Gravelye Cottages, sometimes “The 
Colony”  or America Lane. This lane led right up to the 5 bar gate at 
the end of New England Road1.  
 
As Mrs Kennedy remembers from the 1930s: 
“Woodside Cottages was where my cousins lived, in one of the pair. 
They were different to our cottages [on America Lane] as they had 
stairs but like everybody they had their best side away from the 
road as the sunshine was on that side” 
 

 
Woodside Cottages taken on the event of  
Margaret Brown’s wedding around  
1948/49 
 

                                                 
1 The story of the William Allen cottages will be told in the second booklet in this series 

 

Photo: Barbara Dawes 

“They looked like funny 
houses because on what 
was the back [but faced 
the road] by the upper 
story, there was a funny 
bulge like half an egg 
sticking out of the wall. It 
was because of a spiral 
staircase which went up 
to the upstairs from a door 
in the kitchen. It wasn't 
exactly spiral because 
there wasn't enough of it 
and there was a window 
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“ It had three bedrooms upstairs and two nice sitting rooms downstairs 
and a biggish kitchen. The door to the stairs was from either the kitchen, 
or the sitting room, there were two doors and that went up to a landing 
upstairs. They had a lovely veranda and they could sit out in it.”  
 

 
Photo of veranda at the back of Woodside Cottages  
 
The picture shows Ellen and Joe Diagre with their children Eric and 
Joyce, taken around the time of the first World War (1914-18) as the 
family came down to Sussex from London for the duration to be near 
family who lived around the area. Joe is here on leave in his navy 
uniform. Joyce remembers the cottage well and in particular a family 
who stayed with them from time to time  
 
Some actors called Taylor stayed as we had spare bedrooms. Mr Taylor 
was a real showman and they had two children called Roland and Eve. I 
think they had something to do with the Star hotel in Crawley and were 
probably staying with us as they were friends of Mr & Mrs Edwards who 
lived nearby in a very nice bungalow right on the corner of what is now 
Barn Cottage Lane and America Lane, where the road bends round 
This bungalow has now gone 

Photo Mrs Kennedy 
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Some people who lived there in the 19th century 
Woodside Cottage do not appear to be part of the road numbering 
system at the time and were probably built later. The cottages were 
there at least from 1848, possibly as a single dwelling rather than 
two cottages by the 1851 census2. The Pierce family has lived in the 
area for many generations. From around 1872 to 1879 Charles 
Pierce lived in Woodside Cottage with his second wife Ruth Durrant. 
Charles was 31 years old and Ruth 25. They lived at other times in 
18 Gravely Cottages (also known as 12 The Colony)  which was the 
last cottage before the gate to New England Road.  
 
Whilst living in Woodside Cottages  Mabel Carrie, known as May, 
was born in 1874. Twin daughters Nora Harriet and Charlotte Sarah 
were born at Cuckfield Workhouse Infirmary in 1876, perhaps due to 
complications relating to twin births. There were no hospitals for 
people to go to apart from the Cuckfield Union workhouse - set up 
under the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834 and paid for by the 
parish.  
 
Nora Harriet died aged 6 months the following year. Her twin sister 
Charlotte Sarah, known as Dot, never married and worked as a 
children’ nurse. Their older sister May died at the young age of 22 in 
1896.  
 
Other children who may have been born in Woodside Cottages were 
Grace in 1877 and Gertrude in 1879 but the family was definitely 
back in 18 Gravelye Cottage after 1880 after which Lawrence, 
Clara, Gilbert, Ernest, Harald and Wilfred were born.  
 
Charles Pierce their father was renowned as the local Postmaster 
for the area and was a founder member of the Co-operative Society 
in Haywards Heath. He had the membership number 7. He died in 
1904, his wife Ruth lived until 1922. Members of their family still live 
in the area and kindly provided the information above 
 

                                                 
2 William Allen and the Lindfield Agricultural Colony by Wyn K Ford unpublished manuscript, undated 
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Later inhabitants 
During the 20th century The Browns lived in Number 1, before them 
the Thompsons. The Harris family lived in number 2 from the 1930s 
until they had to move out in order for the cottages to be knocked 
down around 1951/2.  It is uncertain why they had to be demolished 
as there has been no replacement housing built there. The people 
who grew up there as children remember them as solidly built with 
gas lighting, flush toilets and running water. No doubt the council had 
their reasons but these days there would hopefully be more attempt 
made to preserve architecturally interesting buildings such as these 
two cottages. There was some hope of buying the freehold but both 
families had to be financially secure enough and to their regret it was 
not possible in the end and the cottages were pulled down  
 
Mrs Piper remembers 
“By entering Number 2 Woodside Cottage from the road, which was the 
back door, you first went into a corridor with a walk-in larder to your right 
and the scullery to your left. In the scullery was a large bath with a wooden 
top for when not in use, a sink and boiler and a gas cooker. Carrying on 
down the corridor was the living room to the right and the sitting room to 
the left. Ahead was the front door which led out to the veranda at the back. 
The veranda which had a brick floor and leaded roof carried almost all the 
way along the back of the two cottages, finishing by the front door.  In the 
sitting room were french windows leading onto the veranda.” 
 
 
The curious staircase, already described, led from the scullery but 
also had a “secret” door from the sitting room. The narrow, 
whitewashed stone stairs wound up to where above your head the 
bulge - that could be seen from the road - had a skylight in. All three 
bedrooms that led off the landing had a window, with square leaded 
panes, to the sunny side of the house above the veranda. From 
there you could see the white house on the hill, where William Allen 
had lived 
 
At the back of the gardens behind the hedges lay the field where 
Booker kept his cows from the farm. This is the area now covered by 
the playing field. A gate led to it from the road and also from the 
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farmyard on the corner and the cows were sometime kept down by 
the brook, where the flats on Wilmington Way are now. “In my mind I 
can still hear the noise the cows used to make when they were 
calving” remembers Mrs Piper who lived there as a child with her 6 
brothers and sisters. 
  
Another memory she has was when a group of strangely dressed 
people who said they were Quakers came and spoke with her father 
sometime before the war. “He told me that they had a good look 
around the house and were very interested in the America 
connection and the story of William Allen’s cottages. They were he 
thought from America. The rent was 11/- (eleven shillings 
equivalent to 55p now) and was quite high rent in those days. It was 
paid to two sisters, one of whom I think was called Miss Gaylor.” 
 
When the Thompson family lived in Number 1 they paid rent to a Miss 
or Mrs Rapley and before that to Mrs Lawrie whose family had 
owned the whole area from William Allen and had to sell the estate to 
pay death duties in 1937. The sale document describes the buildings 
and grounds for sale, providing the new landlord with £44.17s a year 
rental and the land covered three quarters of an acre between the 
two cottages.  
  
The cottages both had gardens where fruit trees and a vegetable 
patch provided extra fresh food especially during the period of 
rationing of the Second World War. Along with Victoria plums there 
were bullice - a sort of small bitter plum and medlars - a fruit which 
almost needed to go off before it could be eaten. Old apple varieties 
Russet, Beauty of Bath and Lord Derby were grown in the orchard. 
In No. 1 Woodside Cottage goats were kept for their milk and No. 2 
had chickens, ducks and a goose.  The ducks were walked down to 
the brook by the path to Lindfield for them to have a drink and splash 
around 
Number 1 was right next door to Barn Cottage Farm and my great grand 
father William Bristow worked for Mr Walder, who lived there before the 
Bookers. Over the hedge from us it had a cowhouse for 10 cows, a 2 stall 
stable for the horses and 2 pig pounds. There was a dairy and sterilising 
room. The farmer also used to rent some land behind the cottages on 
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America Lane, near where the stadium is now. 3 generations lived in our 
little cottage  
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Barn Cottage Pavilion  
During the building of the new sports pavilion close to the site it was 
reported that the contractors experienced some problems finding 
solid ground on which to place the foundations. This could have been 
due to either an old soak away or evidence of the well which was no 
longer in use and had been filled with broken bricks by the 1940s. 
The new pavilion will replace the rather ugly metal changing shed. 
Football has always been played on this field as even in the early 
years the farmer would move his cows on Sundays for a game to be 
played  
 

 
 
Photo of building of the new pavilion on Barn Cottage Lane, Spring 2000  
 
Scrase Valley 
As always the road leads down to the path that leads to Lindfield 
across the Scrase valley. This area was designated a nature 
reserve by English Nature as it contains some rare marshland plants 
such as the Meadow Thistle and Marsh Cinquefoil. These grow 
because the water levels often flood. Some local people who went to 
school in Lindfield remember times when they could not walk across 
there due to floods. In the winter Redpolls can be seen feeding on 
the alder trees. Reptiles like slow worms can be found there also. In 
the past many snakes - grass and adders - could be seen around 
and they were even reputed to drink from the teats of cows. The 
area down to the stream had been a field owned by Gravelye farm 
and corn was grown there right up to the war. It had been sold in 

Photo Michael Loosen 
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1937 with permission to build 8-12 houses
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chapter two -barn Cottage Farm 
 
In the early part of the century the farm at the corner of what is now 
Barn Cottage Lane was run by two brothers Arthur and Jim Booker. It 
was mostly cows but with some fields of hay etc 
 
Mr Markwick remembers: 
I worked on Barn Cottage farm before the war, the farmer his name was 
Booker. It was all great fun, best time of my life. It was a dairy farm. We 
had about fifteen cows and we used to do the milk round. We used to 
supply New England Road, Mayflower, Woodlands, all around here. We 
had a pony and float. W e had two horses altogether- well one was a pony 
called Molly and the other was a Suffolk Shire called Prince - a lovely 
horse he was. He wasn’t used for the milk though, for that I used to use the 
cart with the pony 
 
That’s when I wasn’t hand-carrying it with two cans and a yoke, oval 
shaped so you could carry them easily. We used to ladle it out at the back 
door. We collected the money once a week. Some might have a quart or a 
pint. There was one old boy there. He had a gill. Four gills were one pint 
then. He only had a gill 
 
We used to deliver twice a day, morning and afternoon. So the milk was 
fresh. Couldn’t get it fresher. We did it by hand milking. We had a cow 
shed there. We used to sit there about an hour and a half milking. I was 
about fifteen, sixteen, I think I was when I went to work there 
 
 
Other people remember the farm well: 
 
They had a dairy there where our milk came from, I think there were some 
pigs there and a few other farm animals.  I think it was like a smallholding, 
but just a slightly larger scale.  They delivered the milk by horse and cart, 
a churn to start with and then we had bottles come in 
 
 
Another dairy existed in New England Road at the back of Russell’s 
shop (now the Blinds shop) where butter and cheese were made in a 
cool white tiled room. In 1939 they advertised themselves as 
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“purveyors of accredited milk”3 to overcome problems of fear of 
disease being spread from milk.  
 
The farmer came around twice a day and he used to come around to all of 
us with a milk churn with all sizes of measures hooked on the side. He 
used to come to the door in the morning and then again in the afternoon. 
We had fresh milk always. We didn't have to worry about it going off as we 
had a wonderful walk-in pantry with a proper tiled shelf so that kept it cool 
 
 
Before the war Wally Turrell also worked on the farm. He served in 
North Africa but was killed in a tank in Palestine. Later on, after the 
war,  churns were left out on the corner of Barn Cottage Lane and 
Hanbury Lane to be picked up to be taken to be bottled elsewhere. 
This may have been once pasteurisation came in during the 1950s 
and to counter the problems people had been experiencing with 
Tuberculosis carried by milk 
 
When the barn was being pulled down to make way for the new 
bungalows and pre-fabs being built after the war Mrs Fotheringham 
remembers being given a beam which she used as a washing line 
pole for many years 

                                                 
3 Mid Sussex Times 3 September 1939 

Photo of unknown Canadian 
soldier* with Judy the dog. 
Barn Cottage farm is in the 
background 
 
 
*now identified as Vic Black 

Photo Michael Loosen 
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chapter three - war time memories 
 
The first days of the war 
At the outbreak of the second world war in 1939, in fact two days 
before on 1 September, the Government decided that the young 
children were to be evacuated to the countryside from London. 
Cuckfield Urban District Council was divided into 24 wards for 
“billeting purposes” and the Chief Billeting Officer was Mrs 
Farnscombe of 33 New England Road.  
 
Under the headline “The great Exodus from London” the Mid Sussex 
Times reported that the population of Mid Sussex had nearly doubled 
over the weekend. 10,000 children, mothers and teachers arrived by 
train to be allocated to places to stay. Children wore labels and were 
moved to distribution points for onward despatch to outlying villages.  
 
On the first days of the war 1,652 arrived in Haywards Heath itself,  
bewildered and homesick. “The smaller ones cried dismally for their 
mothers: the bigger boys and girls put on a bold front and sang 
lustily choruses from “boomps a daisy” and “the Lambeth Walk”4 
 
There were evacuees who came to our school. I didn’t know where they 
stayed or anything, although my aunt had one, a girl. They all came to 
Haywards Heath on the first of  September, it was a Friday. Before war 
broke out. The WVS5 was taking them around the houses, ‘you are going 
to have so many and you can have so many’  but really our house was full 
and so we did not have any. Some are still living around now as they 
stayed  
 
 
The children came on their own. They were put into trains.  They had WVS 
or somebody who looked after them but they came on their own.  But they 
didn’t stay for any length of time.  I think they were very happy at some of 
the places they were at, but mothers got fed up with not having them and 
they thought nothing was going to happen for a long time because there 

                                                 
4 Mid Sussex Times 3 September 1939 
5 Women’s Voluntary Service, later became the Women’s Royal Voluntary Service 
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was what they called the “phoney war” and nothing much went on.  And so 
a lot of the children went back home.   
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They brought them all on the Friday and they couldn’t find homes for them 
all so they took them to the Scrase Bridge school. It had been opened the 
year before in 1938 and they took them all there. They made up 
mattresses for them and they all were sleeping there. They opened the 
canteen to feed them.  It meant we couldn’t go back to school, as it was 
the beginning of the term. We couldn’t go back as there were notices 
posted around the town not to go to school and wait until  you heard more. 
My mother  said “what I am going to do with two of you, you have been 
home six weeks!”
 
I knew one old lady who lived in a big house, Mrs Groves, and she had 
two children sent to her and of course she wasn’t used to children at all 
and she was frightfully horrified because they hadn’t got any indoor 
slippers I always remember.  They were sent off to Haywards Heath 
immediately with one of the maids to get indoor slippers. 
 
Air raid precautions and bomb damage 
The local ARP man was Mr J Dawes from the Bungalow, New 
England Road. He had a base at the bottom of New England Road 
and had the task of ensuring that noone infringed the strict black-out 
rules so that no light could be seen during air raids  
 
 Generally, in an air raid it was rather a case of going under the table when 
the siren went off. There was a air raid shelter at the bottom of New 
England Road, where the block of flats is, (corner of Bentswood Road). 
They built quite a big shelter and they took some of the ground from the 
one house and some from the other and built a brick built air-raid shelter. 
The ARP man used to sit in there, with all sand bags around  
 
Hurstwood Park was used as a hospital for people injured in air raids 
from all over the South East. For children Elfinsward Auxiliary 
Hospital was used (where the Police HQ is now). Because of this the 
records of dead or injured from Haywards Heath may look higher 
than it actually was due to the distortion these hospital facilities gave 
 
There was not a lot of bomb damage in Haywards Heath during the 
war although a flying bomb landed at the back of the cemetery on 
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Western Road on 11 July 1944. The Polish pilot of the plane which  
caused the bomb to land there by tipping its wings possibly in an 
attempt to avoid it hitting the railways line. He came to Haywards 
Heath to apologise, as no-one was hurt and it was unavoidable 
everyone forgave him but  unfortunately they heard that he was killed 
not long after. He was based at the air field on Chailey Common 
 
We did have the odd bomb. There was some down the fields between 
here and Lindfield. A big one came down in the cemetery. The ceilings in 
this house all came down and my mother’s window  all caved in. I was 
working by then, and we heard that bombs dropped close by and the 
manager said, “you better go home”, Things were all right, I remember 
mum sweeping up the glass and she was saying “granddad’s ceiling is 
down” 
 
Earlier in the war a line of bombs caused some damage by the 
Scrase valley stream and the craters can still be discerned by the 
bridge. 
 
We had a stick of bombs across there one night, and Arthur, the farmer 
and me,  we’d been and fitted half a cider barrel - cut in half - on the bank 
of the stream. So that we could just go down with a bucket in the morning 
and fill it up for some heifers to drink to save them going in the brook. It 
must have been about ten o’clock in the evening, it was in the summer, 
we’d finished it, and I came home here and all of a sudden there was this 
stick of bombs come right across and it knocked our tub for a burton. It 
had only been there about an hour! That was the only damage….. it killed 
a cat in the farmyard though 
 
The Forces are called up  
There could not have been many people left around during the war 
once the young men were called up. According to the souvenir 
publication presented to people at the end of the war nearly every 
house appears to have given someone up for the forces. A total of 
270 names are listed and Bentswood Road sent the most with 85 
men and women enlisting. Bentswood Crescent sent 55; New 
England Road 48; Woodlands Road 23; Allen Road 22; Mayflower 
Road 17; America Lane 12 and Windermere Road 8 - which 
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considering how few houses there are would still be substantial. 
Some of these would not return and most would come back changed 
from their experiences six years later 
 
   
The Home Guard 
The Local defence Volunteers were called up on May 14 1940 to 
provide local support in case of invasion by Germany, which since 
the evacuation of Dunkirk was greatly feared. Sometimes teasingly 
known as “Look, Duck and Vanish” they were often veterans of the 
first world war and too old to fight. The 13th Sussex Battalion of 
1,000men was created in Haywards Heath. This was made up of 
smaller platoon and companies. The numbers peaked in 1943 but 
they were no longer felt to be needed after Dec 1944 as the tide of 
the war had changed 
 
My father was in the Home Guard. I sewed his numbers and things like 
that on his shoulders. He was in the Southdown contingent, so he used to 
sit at the back of the bus with the conductor. The driver used to be driving 
the bus in his Home Guard uniform and dad will be sitting on the back 
with a gun 
 
Canadian soldiers 
There were however a lot of soldiers around the town during the war.  
At what was called Brunswick School - where St. Paul’s school is 
now - was full of Canadian soldiers. Similarly a lot of the houses 
along Church Road, where the big block of Barclays’ Bank  is, were 
all big private houses and practically all of them were full of soldiers 
during the war. People used to get to know them as they went about 
town and attended the local dances. 
 
Many Canadians soldiers were encamped in Bents Woods and local 
children used to talk to them and get cigarettes from them. They 
stayed in Sussex probably until mid 1943 when they went off to help 
in the invasion of Sicily. Many Canadian soldiers however were lost 
in the disastrous Dieppe raid in August 1942. Lt. Gen. Cerer 
presented the Home Guard with a trophy to mark two years of happy 
co-operation at a ceremony in Victoria Park in September 1943 
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“I got told off once when I followed the Canadian Army  band through the 
fields from Bentswood Crescent through to Lindfield in the summer about 
8 o’clock at night and I thought this was nice.   You think of kids 
disappearing today.  I followed this band and then came wandering back 
and they said ‘where have you been?’ so I got told off then” 
Most of the Canadian troops were around Borde Hill & Hanlye Lane,  
two Nissan huts are still there today. More troops were stationed at 
Bolney. The bottom woods  where Penn Crescent is now was the 
parking area for lorries belonging to the Canadian army. They would 
have concrete slabs in various places to park on 
 
Wartime food rations 
For food during the war rabbits were often eaten, although mostly 
they were trapped in nets rather than shot. Ferrets might also be 
used. If a person kept chickens they would need to be registered with 
the Food Officer who would allocate them corn. They in turn had to 
provide eggs to nominated families. Anyone who found or killed a rat 
could take the tail to the council yard at the top of New England Road 
and receive a fee as a reward. 
 
Dig for Victory 
The field up the top of New England Road was ploughed up and 
potatoes were grown there. The Ministry of War stated what was to 
be planted where, whether it grew or whether it didn’t. The field 
opposite, that belonged to the Priory and they had their own cows. 
They had about six cows and the nuns used to be out there turning 
the hay that field, turning it all by hand. They must have milked for the 
priory themselves as well. 
 
When the war came they tried to stop tradesmen covering the same 
ground as another tradesman - so the farm had to produce more milk, and 
supply more people - to cut down the travelling. Very often we didn’t have 
enough milk and I had to ring Glynde every morning, and they used to say 
‘How much? and I’d say ‘Twenty-four gallons, or seventeen’, or whatever - 
and that would come up on the railway. And in the afternoon, I’d have to 
go and fetch it with the pony and bring it back. It was pooled at Glynde. 
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The farm didn’t have the phone and the only phone box was at the top of 
Bentswood Road here. It had the old A and B buttons 
 
The farm at Oathall School was developed at the time to grow local 
food which was highlighted during the recent fight to keep it running 
as a resource to support the children learning6  
Wartime childhood memories 
One sentry was stationed at the footpath by a very large oak tree on 
the way to Lindfield and Barbara Dawes as a child often got candy or 
gum from him! She can remember silver streamers dropped from a 
plane in the woods everywhere and the children would gather it all 
up.  
 
She also remembers spitfires trying to tip the wings of doodlebug 
planes to try and turn them back to the english channel and dog fights 
over head. 
 
 “The farm was there and I think the prisoners of war were in the barn and 
we young kids used to go down there and they used to give us cheese on 
toast and we thought this was lovely. They were in a barn, I think it was 
the big barn that must have been attached to Bookers Farm”  
 
The boys would beg cigarettes from the Canadians, especially Sweet 
Caporals as they has aeroplane silhouettes on them to collect so 
they were in great demand with the children. Soldiers were often 
given a supply of cigarettes, especially when stationed abroad in the 
fighting zones, when a tin of 50 were given per week. Children also 
collected badges from the Canadians. “Got any gum, chum?” they 
would ask on their way to school in Lindfield  
 
In fact the children were shown by the Canadians how to tap the 
resin from fir trees to get sticky substance you could chew. They 
would often chew Sorrel, hawthorn or other things they found growing 
in the woods, even nettles. Children could make a bit of money during 
the war by collecting acorns to sell to the farmer for the pigs, 1 
shilling a bushel they would be paid, a bushel was a large container 
full. As most of the children had an air rifle or even a 12 bore shotgun 
                                                 
6 Other farms in the area will feature in other booklets in the local history series 



Re-discovering America Local History Series No 1 

  

rabbits could be sold for cash. One shilling the carcass, and 2d for 
the skin to the rag and bone man, who could probably make coats or 
gloves from the skins 
 
Games that children played included tops, marbles, hoops, conkers, 
and skipping for the girls. All of which had their own seasons in the 
year for playing. A game particularly remembered included children 
lining up against a fence, bent over and other children climbing on 
their backs. When all were on they would sing “ Eye, Jimmy Knakker, 
one two, three, all over”. During the war they also played with 
ammunition, throwing it on fires etc to see what would happen! 
Dogfights overhead meant that some unspent ammunition would land 
and be played with along with the silver foil dropped to act as a 
decoy for the radar 
 
Prisoners of war 

 
 
 
Johnny Loosen on left in POW  
uniform  
 
 
A German POW finds a new home 
Theo “Johnny” Loosen found success with the local football clubs 
and became extremely loyal to the area. Originally from a German/ 
Dutch border town he had the misfortune to find himself thrust into 
the second world war whilst still in his youth. Ultimately finding himself 
a Prisoner of War based at Ardingly. Following the end of the war he 
stayed on and helped to build local roads. Other POWs were 

Photo: Barbara Dawes 

German prisoners of war were 
stationed at Brook House in 
Ardingly and would be brought 
each day to work where 
Hanbury Lane is now. In the 
cold winter when the day was 
finished they would walk up to 
the area of Woodside 
Cottages and wait for the army 
lorry to take them back to 
Brook House. Women in the 
lane would make them flasks 
or jugs of hot coffee to drink 
while they waited. 
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employed in building the Pre-Fabs which were located off what is 
now Wilmington Way. 
 
Despite the enormous difficulties he faced, and some mistrust from 
local people he fell in love with a local girl and eventually married her.  
At the same time as having feeling of being homesick for his family 
who were in their turn, worried about him being so far way. He 
brought his family up living in Barn Cottage Lane right opposite the 
football field where his famed goal scoring exploits with Bentswood 
United FC are not forgotten by those who were there. 
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chapter four - growth of the Bentswood housing  
 
The first local authority built houses 
The first 50 council homes were built in 1924 at the top of New 
England Road, in Woodlands Road and Mayflower Road where the 
council owned some allotments. An advert was placed by the council 
offering a subsidy of £76.18s 6d for builders to come forward to 
create new housing for rent but in the event noone came forward and 
it was decided to build them themselves. A survey had shown that 
there were 87 local people in urgent housing need. Using a 
Government housing subsidy the houses were built at a cost of £523 
and rent was set at 10/6 [52p] to 12/6 [62p] a week.  
 
New England Road7 was a good location to build as it already had a 
sewerage system which had been created in the 1890s. Some of the 
sewers tunnelled out are at a depth of 105ft below the road in order 
to get good drainage - in spite of the local typography. 
 

 

                                                 
7 The story of New England Road will be told in the third booklet in this local history series 

This replaced the earlier 
open field sewer farm which 
can be seen on maps of the 
top of New England Road 
and instead took the waste 
away over three miles to Wall 
House, Scaynes Hill. During 
the building of the new 
sewerage system £11,000 
was given to local land 
owners as compensation 
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Bentswood Road 
Following that in 1927 Bents Wood was developed. This was the 
area owned originally by Gibbs Francis Bent who lived in Petlands 
House in the 1840s. According to some sources Gibbs Francis Bent 
had an equine cemetery in the grounds of Petlands House to bury his 
beloved horses when they died. The remains may still remain under 
the gardens of local houses built in the area! 
 
The first section of Bentswood Road, leading from where the 
telephone box on New England Road was built in 1927 when Mrs 
Haydon, the oldest and last remaining original resident moved there 
“Dad went to the council office( a room at the back of the old fire station on 
South Road). Mr Plummer was in charge of housing and he said as soon 
as the baby was born to come back. Which we did - 72 years ago, I’m still 
here 

 
 

 
The first set of 73 houses were built with rents of 11/6 - 13/6 (55p - 
57p) a week and a further 56 houses were built in 1931. These were 
smaller and consequently had lower rents of 7/6 (38p). The sand 
used in the building works was taken from the bottom of gardens but 
created good places for children to play and create dens  

Photo Vic 
Haydon 

Pictured is Vic aged 3 
and a half playing on a 
sand pit next to some 
of the houses being 
built in Bentswood 
Road 
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Allen Road 
George Hilton - who came originally from Hastings - a local builder 
died just before the war. The Hilton family later had quite an impact 
as shop owners as well as builders in Haywards Heath. They had a 
large house at the bottom of Langridge Lane 

  
Copy of advert as featured in the Mid Sussex Times Sept 5 1939 
 
Bentswood Crescent 
Many people moved into Bentswood Crescent just before the war 
which was developed for the people moving from the old cottages. 
The Marchant family moved in the day war broke out  
 
“What our house was like in Bentswood Crescent was a 3 bedroom semi-
detached house. There was no bathroom upstairs, just a bath and toilet 
downstairs, no washbasin in there. The bathroom was made of bricks with 
plaster over and there was a massive great air brick just above the toilet. 
Imagine in the winter, with no heating in there!  
 
In the kitchen there was a black range and you could cook in it.  My 
mother had a gas oven though. We had a wooden draining board that 
used to rot now and again because of all the water and there was a copper 
for boiling clothes and my mother always had a curtain across when it 
was boiling as that was heated up when you needed a bath, because 
there was no hot water tap” 

WC Hilton bought the old Colony 
cottages for redeveloping and a 
demolition order was granted for 
them in 1937 and Allen Road 
built on the site of their gardens. 
The war came at the time so that 
no more development could be 
undertaken until after and Mr 
Hilton was known to keep 
animals in what had been 
people’s cottage homes. The 
families who lived in the 
cottages had to move out into 
New England Road or 
thereabouts 
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Hanbury Lane 
After the farmer Booker moved out there was a Burgess family that 
lived in Barn Cottage farmhouse for a while. Later they moved to a 
house in Bentswood Crescent, next to the lower twitten. Barn 
Cottage farmhouse was demolished around 1949. The prefabs in 
Hanbury Lane were built around 1946 with the allotments behind. 
German prisoners of war built bases to the prefabs in Hanbury lane. 
The prefabs were not built on site. They were built away and 
delivered on flat bed lorries in 2 or 3 sections. They came with 
everything already built in, ready to live in for returning soldiers or 
others needing houses after the war. 
 
Penn Crescent and Washington road 
This part of the area was part of the last to be developed and was 
created out of the wooded area that children had played in and used 
to walk to school. Built in the early 1950’s the garages there were 
rented out for ten shillings a week. 
 
 

  
 
Entrance to Bents Wood probably where Washington Road now joins the 
bottom of Bentswood Road. It was in these woods that the Canadians were 
billeted  
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chapter five- the council works team 

 Photo: Peter Ford 

Work team with Mr 
Ford in the middle 
and the secretary 
Miss Humphreys. All 
of the workers had 
specific skills which 
were called upon to 
maintain the housing 
stock 
 
Their yard was at the 
back of where 
Pilgrim Court is now. 
Bentswood United 
FC used to change 
in a garage there. 
Previously they had 
changed in the 
Bentswood 
Community Centre, 
licensed to sell 
alcohol where 
dances were also 
held and snooker 
played. This wooden 
building was reputed 
to have been built by 
the Works Team 
 
Some of the men are 
still to be identified - 
names people 
remember include: 
Aplin, Woolgar, 
Howard, Booker, 
White, Marchant, 
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The Housing Manager Mr C.A.C. Ford - affectionately known as 
“Cackie” - Ford came to the area to take up the job in 1946. Living in 
these houses required everyone to abide by the council’s rules and 
rent was 13/- a week in 1939 rising to £2 16/-, paid as 5/12 /-every 
fortnight, by 1971 when decimalisation and rampant inflation took 
over.  
 
There was  a great feeling of community at that time as many 
families had moved into the area around the same time. The children 
used to play out in the streets or by making dens in the woods. The 
fee of one cigarette card was required to be let into the inner 
sanctum of the Bentswood Road gang  
 
Some of the Council’s rules which had to be adhered to were printed 
on the back of the rent books included “No pigs shall be kept by 
tenants under any circumstances”, which only disappeared  from the 
rules in 1960! 
 
Pilgrim Court 
Mr. Knight moved into his current house in America Lane opposite 
the shops in 1947 - which always had access to electricity from the 
start. His house backs on to Pilgrim Court, which he remembers 
being built around 1948/9.  There used to be a council yard behind 
Mr. Knights house which had a works office plus lorries parked and 
other council vehicles. Mr. Knight rented one of the garages, there 
were 10 of them altogether but they only there for 5 years. 
 
Planning permission for Pilgrim Court was granted in 1949 but it was 
not opened until 1953. This innovative housing complex received 
national attention at its opening as the BBC and Harold MacMillan, 
then Housing Minister, were present. A tree was planted to mark the 
event 
 
“when I asked Joe Kinsella the groundsman where Macmillan’s tree was 
he admitted that in fact he had accidentally mown it down and had to plant 
a replacement. I don’t think anyone ever knew!”  
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Perhaps the tree is still there …
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chapter six - a family remembers barn Cottage 
Lane 
 
Barbara Dawes lived at 15 Barn Cottage Lane from 1941-1959 - 
which was originally an extension of America Lane until 1948. The 
road name came about due to there being more roads and houses 
being built in the area. Roland and Rose Dawes were the parents of 
Olive-Jeanne, Noreen and Barbara at no.15. These are Barbara’s 
memories from that time 
 
Roland Dawes served in India during the first world war and in the 
home guard during the second world war. At no.15 they had an 
evacuee girl with a daughter named Betty staying with them. For a 
while they were also hosts to 2 english airmen. 
 

 
 
 
Photo of Roland Dawes in his Home Guard uniform with 2 Canadian soldiers. 
Charlie Mailman is on the right and he was to marry one of Roland’s 
daughters, Noreen  
 
Olive married Johnny Loosen the POW who used to work on barn 
Cottage Farm and stayed in Barn Cottage Lane to bring up her family 
in Haywards Heath. Both Barbara and Noreen have emigrated to 
Canada 

Photo Barbara Dawes 

The picture was 
taken in the wheat 
field which used 
to be by the 
stream where 
Wilmington Way 
flats are now 
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Some other people who lived there: 
 

• At no.17 there was Mrs. Mitchell with her three 
daughters including Hett and Kathleen. Hett 
married a former Canadian soldier named 
Willie. Where Mayflower Court now stands 
used to be a council yard where Willie Barber 
was based. The Mayflower Court site was 
also formerly a  morgue. 

• At no.19 there was Mr. & Mrs. Booker and son 
named Ronald. Arthur Booker was the son of 
the farmer of Barn Cottage farm. The lane in 
front of the farm was called the bridle path and 
it extended to Gravelye Lane. 

  
• At.no.13 lived the Selby family which included 

two daughters, Barbara and Sylvia. 
• At 15 the Dawes family 
  
• At no.9 lived a Belgian lady called Mrs. 

Simmons. 
• At no.11 lived Mrs. Guildford who was one of 

the first to own a television set and we 
crowded in her house to watch the coronation 
of our queen in 1953.  

  
• At 5 Barn Cottage Lane lived the Pattenden 

family and it remained in their ownership well 
into the eighties.  

• At no.7 lived Mrs. Blackwell who once had a 
lodger who worked at the Thermogene factory 
in Bridge Road8.  

                                                 
8 Haywards Heath was known as the “British home of Thermogene” in the town’s Souvenir Guide 
1911 .This gas powered factory produced an ointment remedy for rheumatism, colds on the chest, 
lumbago etc. Other factories existed in Belgium, Germany and France. It was made from crushed 
chillies 
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Barn Cottage green was created before the war. Children used to 
play marbles at the junction of Barn Cottage and America Lane 
where there was a gate leading into football area and a large scotch 
pine tree. Street lights were not added at Barn Cottage Lane until 
November 1948. 
 
The buses were always run by Southdown buses and the service 
was once every 15 minutes right from when the estate was built. At 
the start  there were gravel roads then tarmac around 1947. The 
Number 84 double decker bus would come down New England Road 
to Western Road and back. After the streets were paved etc the bus 
would come down Bentswood Road and Bentswood Crescent up 
America Lane to New England Road. 
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chapter seven - Bentswood United Football Club  
 
This team of local lads, who’s strip was yellow and black, played on 
the green by Barn Cottage Lane and had a great deal of success 
during its short life. Beginning with the seasons of 1949/50 when 
they won the Third Division of the Mid Sussex League and the 
Mowatt Cup and 1950/51 when they won the treble which was the 
Second Division, The Mowatt Cup and the Montgomery Cup. 
1951/52 was their best season as they were the winners of the First 
Division of the Mid Sussex league.  
 

 
 
Team line up at the end of the 1950/51 season with their three cups 

Peter Hook Jackie Corner, Ted Harding, John Cragg, Alan Washer Johnny Elmer 
 Michael Tulley, Jack Laker, Tim Fotheringham (Capt) Bert White, Johnny Loosen 
George Sands (Founder)       Bill Rollinson (Sec) 
Playing at Beech Hurst an early match the team won 33 to1 v Worth. 
The captain’s wife Mrs Fotheringham made the strips and badges on 
the Bentswood United football shirts. David Fotheringham their son 
was often seen sitting on his dad’s lap in the team photo with is own 
small version of the team strip Their changing rooms were up near 
Pilgrim Court and the players were forced to walk down Bentswood 
Crescent to the pitch. With their gold and black strip and mainly local 

Photo John Cragg 
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players, they stirred up great passion so motivation was no problem 
for them.  A coach filled with players and supporters alike created a 
special spirit for away matches 
 
Some highlights as recorded in the Mid Sussex Times: 
“As a climax to what the Chairman of the Mid Sussex Football League (mr 
EJ Woods) described as a ‘wonderful first season in competitive football’ 
Bentswood United (Haywards Heath) took home their third trophy on 
Saturday” by beating Fletching Athletic 6:1 they added the third division to 
the Mowatt and Edgar German Cups already won. The game was played 
on a Saturday evening at Victoria Park. 
 
 
The Edgar German cup final was played at the Adastra ground in Hassocks 
against the same team when Bentswood Unted beat Fletching Athletic 4:1 
  

 
 
 
The local papers wrote up the game 
 
“A worthy addition to the names on the plinth of the Mid-Sussex Football 
league’s Mowatt cup is that of Bentswood United. In the replay of the final 
on Ardingly Recreation ground they thoroughly deserved their 4:1 victory 
over Crawley Down – a team that lacked the ‘go’ that they showed in the 
drawn game the previous week. Bentswood had he advantage of the 
slope and the tricky wind in the first half and this no doubt helped….” 
 

Captain Jock 
Fotheringham 
on receiving the 
cup from Mr RA 
Beard said that 
“this had been 
the hardest in 
the competition 
that Bentswood 
had 
experienced” 

Photo: John Cragg 
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 620 people paid £20 10s for admission (equivalent to 9d ie 4.5p each) 
and a collection for the Sussex County benevolent fund totalled £4 16s 
(£4.80). The cup was presented by Mr GA Mowatt JP who had donated the 
cup. The mascot was little David Fotheringham the captain’s son who 
sported his own miniature Bentswood strip.  
 
The following season saw 1,200 watching them win the Montgomery 
cup at Victoria Park when they won 2:0 against Lindfield , a division 
one side who were favourites to win at the start.  
 
“Saturday’s final was a good game with many thrills and Bentswood 
deserved their win insomuch as the team, though considerably 
reorganised to meet losses from injuries, played consistently throughout 
… a special word of praise goes to Bentswood goalie Cragg for a 
magnificent display” 
 
Their goal keeper John “Doggie” Cragg went on to play professionally 
for Brighton & Hove. The team joined the Brighton League which 
proved to be the beginning of the end. Later on a team calling itself 
Pilgrim United used to play on the green. The new Pavilion will 
provide an opportunity to remember again these footballing heroes 

Photo John Cragg 
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chapter eight -hanbury Stadium and Haywards 
Heath Town FC 
 
Football in Haywards Heath 
Haywards Heath football club, formed in 1881 and known as the 
Bluebells, they have always played in the familiar blue and white 
strip. The first outstanding trophy was the Sussex junior cup in 1900.  
They won the Mid Sussex league in 1912 which they dominated in 
the early 1920’s when they had Tommy Cooke a former Brighton and 
England player.  

 
 
Haywards Heath Football team captain in 1881 with Thomas William 
Haydon, (pictured seated). He had just come to live in Haywards 
Heath from Swindon where he played in their team. The secretary 
was the father of the well known local coal merchant Claud Furgason. 
Games had been played on Victoria Park and the very first games 
were played on Muster Green , the ball rolling into the road at times 
although there was a great deal less traffic back in the 1880s 
 

Photo Vic 
Haydon 
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In the photo from 1921 Thomas Haydon the first team captain is standing on 
the right and his son Thomas Haydon Jnr seated 2nd from right. Also featured 
to the right of the cup, is the father of Peter Hook who played for Bentswood 
United and the father of Harry Paine who still lives locally   
 

 
 
 
The club joined the Brighton and district league in 1931 and were 
champions at the first attempt!! So for the next season they joined 
the Sussex County league which they won two years on the trot  in 
1949-50 and1950-51 seasons. They were one of the few clubs to 
run a skeleton team during the war years and were still able to win a 
few war emergency trophies. However playing on Victoria Park did 
not allow for changing or supporters facilities, they used the fire 
station which was next to the park to change in

Photos Vic Haydon 

On left is Haywards 
Heath Football Club 
youth team 1918 and 
team as winners of Mid 
Sussex league Div II 
1921/22 
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Hanbury Stadium 
Planning for Hanbury Stadium began in 1939, just as war was 
breaking out. The first Annual Report of the Haywards Heath FC 
Supporters Club reported that land had been purchased for a new 
ground.. It was stated in the edition of Mid Sussex Times of 5 
September 1939 that: 
 
“Land has been purchased for a ground in America Lane, which has 
already been prepared, levelled and fenced. ….the committee proposed 
to grant a sum of £200 to the grounds committee towards the special 
grounds fund .It will be appreciated in view of the very heavy 
commitments now in force and that another £1000 will be necessary to 
erect, and equip, a stand complete with dressing accommodation  that it is 
essential that every member should continue his membership and do all 
in his power to enrol others into the club” 
 

 
 
The players changing rooms were in a quaint little building behind the 
goal where Sawyers was eventually opened in 1973. On the  
opposite side of the main stand stood a shelter for those who did not 
want to pay the extra it cost to sit in comfort! Local children also 
managed to avoid paying the entrance fee by clinging to the “ no 
cycling” sign that stood at the entrance to the footpath that runs 
alongside the  stadium. 
 
In 1963 the club were trying to raise money  to build dressing rooms 
and a bar at the rear of the grandstand and had quality players like 
Ken Godfrey, Len Oram and Ted Summerfield in the team. They 

The stand was 
completed after the 
war 
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raised funds with a weekly tote, members paid a shilling in an attempt 
to win the weekly top prize of £100, still sounds good today! 
 

Opening of Hanbury Park 
In 1952 Sir Stanley Rous [chairman of the Football Association] 
opened Hanbury Park stadium  on August 23rd - which ended the 
club’s days of playing in Victoria Park. Included in the photo are Mr 
Lee (President of Haywards Heath Football Club), Mr St John Dept 
Surveyor, Cuckfield Urban District Council and Mr Edgar German the 
local dentist who had donated the Edgar German cup 
 
There was a turnstile entrance from Boston Road and Les Selby was 
at the gate to take the money. Supporters stood on the terraces just 
beyond on the current site of the Sawyers car park 
 
Several  members of England’s 1966 world cup winning squad were 
to play at Hanbury. Hanbury Stadium was well known for staging cup 
finals  for Mid Sussex League competitions as well as showbiz 

Photo Mr P Bucknell 



Re-discovering America Local History Series No 1 

  

charity matches. 1966 saw a showbiz team visiting Hanbury Park, 
the entrance fee being two shillings.  A young Kenny Lynch was 
ready to sign his autograph for the eager youngsters and similar 
matches brought other stars to the ground such as future Manchester 
United manager Dave Sexton, cricketers Jim Parks and Tony Pigott, 
pop stars Dave Dee, Junior Campbell from Marmalade, Ed “stewpot” 
Stewart, comedian Dave King and many more 
 
On August 30th 1952 they had a fine 2-1 home win against Luton 
Town with new  centre forward Johnny Loosen [see also under 
Bentswood United FC] proving a great success. Around this time 
they also had famous cricketer Jim Parks playing  for them during his 
winter breaks! They also fielded former Arsenal player, Ronnie 
Rooke. Cyril Hodges was also very well known as was goalkeeper 
John “ Doggie” Cragg. 
 
Mixed fortunes 
The club were metropolitan league challenge cup finalists that same 
1952-53 season. The club rejoined the county league in 1961-62  
and were champions of Div.1 in 1970. Sadly 1980 saw the club fall 
into division two. They managed to return six years later and their 
centenary followed in 1988 with Dave John now firmly installed as 
manager and floodlights added with Brighton & Hove Albion there for 
a friendly to mark the opening. 
 
A new lease of life beckoned for the club with the take over by Vic 
Sawyer in February 1999. Sawyers Gym and Sports Centre is right 
next to the stadium. The Mid Sussex Times reported at the time that 
the plans were for the team to lose the nickname of the “bluebells” 
which they had had since the early days - to be called the “blues”.  
 
The area of the stadium has been under threat from being developed 
for housing and in order to save the site for local people the paper 
reported  
“This is as much about developing the football club as a focal point 
for the town where community based leisure activities are 
encouraged …There is huge under utilised potential in Hanbury 
Park” 
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However, It is many years since eager crowds have poured down 
New England Road on Saturdays so any creative public uses for the 
park are to be welcomed  
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Chapter nine -The Pilgrim Pub 
 
The pub was built on the site of some of the William Allen cottages. 
The architect for the pub was Harold G Turner and it was built by 
Hilton’s who had built many of the local houses in Allen Road and 
around. Hilton’s foreman on the job was Mr Braysher who died during 
the construction. Mr Cyril Hobden completed the work. The fish & 
chip shop opened the same time as the pub, likewise the rest of the 
row of shops 
 

 
The pub was built in 1952 I think as we went there when the late King died 
and the Queen became Queen in 1953, I can remember we all went down 
there. There was a party. I think we were given a mug. There was a party 
around the pub for the Coronation.” 
 
The Golden Eagle pub was originally known as the Pilgrim, probably 
named after William Allen or because of the America connections, 
and is affectionately still remembered as such by many people.  
 
They should never have changed the name of “The Pilgrim” because it 
was in honour of Mr William Allen – that’s why it was called the Pilgrim.  
And it had a lovely big picture of a pilgrim man, hanging outside.  And we 
were so proud. I still call it The Pilgrim.  But I shall never be able to call it 
The Golden Eagle” 
 

The pub had a magnificent pub sign of a Pilgrim’s head with a large 
brimmed hat. Where is the sign now? It would be wonderful to 

Site on America 
Lane early in 1900s 
where pub and shops 
are now showing the 
well  
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retrieve it and reinstate it where it belongs
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Recent memories 
Many people growing up in the area remember the social events that 
went on in the Pilgrim. Haywards Heath Football Club used the 
balcony as its reception area. During the 1960s Thursday night was 
band night - including such as Orange Bicycle (with Rob Storme) and 
Mud who later found fame in the charts. It is even rumoured that Eric 
Clapton played there. Some of the DJs from the newly formed Radio 
1 came along  
 
The music could be heard right to the end of Barn Cottage Lane but 
most people were tolerant of it. Less so now and the pub has had to 
fight to keep its self going. 
 
“All gigs were held in the cellar with payment on the door 
downstairs. Meanwhile upstairs in the public bar it would be packed 
with youngsters enjoying a breather from the dancing, still with a 
juke box blasting out the sounds of the day. The saloon bar would 
be extremely quiet with the odd pensioner in a cloth cap sheltering 
from the madness” 
 


